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Brief Statement of Research Interests  

70 years of political science literature suggests that America is a liberal society with two 

liberal parties (i.e., both major political parties support capitalism and democracy). Other 

traditions are left behind (i.e., authoritarianism, republicanism, biblical thought). However, since 

the 1970s, scholars have been finding evidence of republicanism in America. Is it possible that 

there are republicans in America who find republicanism to be a viable ideology, and prefer it 

over liberalism? What are the values that we subscribe to in order to impact public policy? To 

what degree is republicanism integral in the development and consolidation of republicanism—

and not liberalism? How do liberals and republicans distinctly attempt to solve public policy 

issues, like isn’t the Patriot Act liberal legislation? 

So far, the big problem is that scholars disagree on the substance of republicanism in the 

early 21
st
 century. Without a definition, or at least many distinct indicators, scholars have not 

been able to move forward. I attempt to resolve this part of the stalemate by defining 

republicanism for the early 21
st
 century and the applying those insights to a case study on the 

Patriot Act. I research how the Patriot Act reflects authoritarianism, liberalism, and 

republicanism. Like, I find that the Patriot Act is almost entirely “liberal” and the liberal society 

thesis is strongly supported. However, there was a republican response to the Patriot Act in 

society and, by association, republicans wanted to repeal the Patriot Act. 

In the next few years, I will continue to research republicanism as a competing language 

in America. Republicanism is quite distinct from liberalism, and the implications for public 

policy are immense. Since I have qualitatively developed indicators for authoritarianism, 

liberalism, and republicanism; I am able to replicate research methodology to any other topic. I 

could focus on other topics such as: voter suppression, Gay Rights, inequality, race relations, 
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gentrification, in a word, everything liberalism might not be able to solve by itself. With special 

attention to federalism, I hypothesize that “republicans” are able to impact American politics. 

In addition to my research agenda as described above, I am also working with Jeffrey 

Grynaviski on a paper regarding congress in early America and republicanism. I have already 

created “unity scores” with respect to “resolutions of instruction” from the states to the national 

representatives, but the research is far from complete. In our MPSA (2014) paper, we explore 

Madison’s republican perspective concerning the people’s Right to Instruct and their right to 

“interpose” against anti-republican legislation (e.g., the Virginia Resolves). Our database of 

2,071 Resolutions from the States to the national Senator suggests Riker (1955) may have 

underestimated the institutionalization of Instruction in American politics during the antebellum 

era. We do not know the degree to which this institutionalization of republicanism is present in 

American politics, but our research suggests that much more is there than currently understood.  

Finally, I am working with a peer, Anthony Daniels, on American campaigns and 

political actor agency during elections. In our first paper (MPSA 2013, now under review), we 

look at Obama’s 2008 poll numbers and news stories surrounding the Jeremiah Wright 

controversy in order to determine if Obama had any agency during the primary campaign. We 

find that he did, yet this research project on candidate agency in political campaigns is still early 

in development. We did use SPSS (and I have used GIS) and, as an important aside, found that 

some Democrats didn’t ignore Kerry’s Swift Boat controversy in the voting booth and were 

negatively affected by it. Today, we are looking into the impact SuperPacs may, or may not, 

have in helping the winning campaign or helping the defeat of another. Initial evidence shows 

limited effects. 

For more about my research accomplishments, including a recent publication in APSA’s 

newsletter recently, go to: http://politicalpipeline.wordpress.com/research 
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