
 

Spring 2013 Syllabus – Political Science 1000 
Lecture Monday, Wednesday: 11:45AM - 01:10PM—01/07/13 - 04/30/13.  

0237  STATE Hall  
  

 

Instructor John Girdwood 

John.girdwood@wayne.edu 

2014 Faculty Admin Bldg., Wayne State 

Office Hours Monday and Wednesday 1:30pm-

2:30pm at my office.  

 

Course website: http://blackboard.wayne.edu 

 

General observations: 
 

This syllabus describes my expectations with 

regard to your enrollment in this class. Treat it as 

a contract between you and me.  It is your 

responsibility to familiarize yourself with the 

syllabus and observe the expectations outlined 

herein regarding expectations and grading.   

 

Course Description: 
 

The purpose of this class is to introduce the scope and method of political science. I will 

provide an overview of politics, political systems, and the nature and role of political 

institutions. We will examine empirical political theory; practice in conducting political 

research, and thus be introduced to the field of political science. 

 

 

Required TWITTER: 

 

You are required to subscribe to the class twitter account: Government_Now. 

Twitter is free. Government_Now by me, John Girdwood, tweets almost entirely “tweets” 

about resources or current events that indeed help explain the weekly lecture topics. 

There is no grading component to this, but it should be useful—feel free to follow 

indefinately. 

WHY TWITTER? 

I reference Ari Kohen at Running Chicken: 

I post questions there a few times a week, generally before and after 

each class. And students can then choose to answer the questions, ask 

one another questions, and generally discuss the readings with one 

another. No one is required to participate; in fact, after setting up their 

http://www.classschedule.wayne.edu/sections_new.cfm?subj=P%20S&course=1000&campus=NOSELECTION&instr=NOSELECTION
http://blackboard.wayne.edu/
https://twitter.com/#%21/Government_Now
https://twitter.com/#%21/Government_Now
http://networkedblogs.com/lpKxc
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accounts in the first week, students need not ever use Twitter again. 

That said, I encourage them to participate because my sense is that 

there are some very real benefits to doing so. 

Twitter can break down barriers between people who are generally 

perceived to be far away from us in some way, like professors might 

seem to students, by allowing students some access to the thoughts, 

ideas, or even day-to-day activities of professors. In this way, I hope to 

become even more accessible to my students. Additionally, I believe 

that using Twitter allows quieter students to participate in ways that 

might seem less daunting to them. It also might encourage them to 

speak up in class by allowing them to start the discussion before class 

even begins and by giving them additional insight into the opinions of 

their classmates. 

Assessment: 

 

Midterm and Final ESSAYS (40 % of your grade): Each student must write a [full] 

three page paper [not more than 5 pages] [Arial, 12 point font, 1 inch margins]. The 

topics and due dates are [these are your directions]: 

 

***Good Essays must demonstrate an (1) in depth introduction to the topic; (2) relevant 

analysis of both classroom books and one outside journal article (JSTOR); and (3) 

implications and conclusion. 

 

******************************************************************* 

 

MIDTERM Topics to choose from (2 choices): Upload to Blackboard, Essay tab, 

Midterm Exam-Due March 1, 9pm. 

 

1. Government and the Economy: 

  Use ONE of these two JSTOR Articles in your essay:  

 

    O. M. W. Sprague, The Federal Reserve Act of 1913 The Quarterly Journal of  

    Economics, Vol. 28, No. 2 (Feb., 1914), pp. 213-254. 

Or; 

Hilary Hoynes, Douglas L. Miller, Jessamyn Schaller  Who Suffers During 

Recessions? The Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 26, No. 3 (Summer 

2012), pp. 27-47. 

     

2. Structures and Institutions: 

  Possible Essays to Review: (Choose 1) 

           James Farr, Jacob S. Hacker, Nicole Kazee.  Revisiting Lasswell Policy  

  Sciences, Vol. 41, No. 1 (Mar., 2008), pp. 21-32. 

Or,    

http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22O.+M.+W.+Sprague%22&wc=on&fc=on
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/stable/1883621?&Search=yes&searchText=federal&searchText=Government&searchText=reserve&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DGovernment%2BAND%2Bthe%2Bfederal%2Breserve%26Search%3DSearch%26gw%3Djtx%26prq%3DGovernment%2BAND%2Bthe%2BEconomy%26hp%3D25%26acc%3Don%26aori%3Da%26wc%3Don%26fc%3Doff&prevSearch=&item=20&ttl=69042&returnArticleService=showFullText
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Hilary+Hoynes%22&wc=on&fc=on
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Douglas+L.+Miller%22&wc=on&fc=on
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Jessamyn+Schaller%22&wc=on&fc=on
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/stable/41581130?&Search=yes&searchText=federal&searchText=Government&searchText=reserve&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicResults%3Fla%3D%26wc%3Don%26fc%3Doff%26vf%3Dall%26bk%3Doff%26pm%3Doff%26jo%3Doff%26ar%3Doff%26re%3Doff%26ms%3Doff%26Query%3DGovernment%2BAND%2Bthe%2Bfederal%2Breserve%26sbq%3DGovernment%2BAND%2Bthe%2Bfederal%2Breserve%26prq%3DGovernment%2BAND%2Bthe%2BEconomy%26si%3D1%26aori%3Da%26so%3Dnew%26Go%3DGo%26hp%3D25&prevSearch=&item=22&ttl=69042&returnArticleService=showFullText
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/stable/41581130?&Search=yes&searchText=federal&searchText=Government&searchText=reserve&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicResults%3Fla%3D%26wc%3Don%26fc%3Doff%26vf%3Dall%26bk%3Doff%26pm%3Doff%26jo%3Doff%26ar%3Doff%26re%3Doff%26ms%3Doff%26Query%3DGovernment%2BAND%2Bthe%2Bfederal%2Breserve%26sbq%3DGovernment%2BAND%2Bthe%2Bfederal%2Breserve%26prq%3DGovernment%2BAND%2Bthe%2BEconomy%26si%3D1%26aori%3Da%26so%3Dnew%26Go%3DGo%26hp%3D25&prevSearch=&item=22&ttl=69042&returnArticleService=showFullText
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22James+Farr%22&wc=on&fc=on
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Jacob+S.+Hacker%22&wc=on&fc=on
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Nicole+Kazee%22&wc=on&fc=on
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/stable/25474350?&Search=yes&searchText=APSR&searchText=democracy&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Ddemocracy%2Band%2BAPSR%26Search%3DSearch%26gw%3Djtx%26prq%3Dti%253A%2528democracy%2529%26hp%3D25%26acc%3Don%26aori%3Da%26wc%3Don%26fc%3Doff&prevSearch=&item=1&ttl=1119&returnArticleService=showFullText
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John P. McCormick.  Machiavellian Democracy: Controlling Elites with   

Ferocious Populism. The American Political Science Review, Vol. 95, No. 2 

(Jun., 2001), pp. 297-313 

 

*********************************************************************      

 

FINAL Topics to choose from (2 choices): Upload to Blackboard, Essay tab, Final Exam-

Due April 17, 9pm. 

 

1. International Politics: 
      Possible Essays to Review: (Choose 1) 

         Henry Teune. Global Democracy. Annals of the American Academy of Political  

       and Social Science, Vol. 581, Globalization and Democracy (May, 2002), pp.  

                   22-34. 

 Or,  

      Barkley Rosser Jr. 2007. The Rise and Decline of Mancur Olson's View of  

             "The Rise and Decline of Nations". Southern Economic Journal, Vol. 74, No.  

                1, pp. 4-17 

 

2. Political Culture: 

Philip Abbott Still Louis Hartz after All These Years: A Defense of the Liberal      

Society Thesis.  Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 3, No. 1 (Mar., 2005), pp. 93-

109. 

              Or, 
       Philip Abbott. 2002. Eisenhower, King Utopus, and the Fifties Decade in  

  America. Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 32, No. 1, pp. 7-29. 

 

******************************************************** 

 

Essays are an analytic narrative on the given topic. Wikipedia says, “An analytic 

narrative is a social science research method seeking to combine historical narratives 

with the rigor of rational choice theory, particularly through the use of game theory.” 

 

By the way, do not quote wikipedia in your essay. The textbooks and article to be used 

for each essay are more than sufficient for quotes. Further, all quotes used (sparingly) 

should reinforce your argument in the essay. Each paragraph should begin with a topic 

sentence and end with a transition sentence; connecting the paragraph to the next 

paragraph. 

 

Suggestions: Open with an outside quote that is about your essay answer. Page 1-2 is an 

analysis of the topic in general [use a quote from each textbook].  

 

On page 2-3, analyze the depths of the article—the thesis / hypothesis, why the thesis / 

hypothesis matters, and the EVIDENCE to support the thesis / hypothesis.  

 

On page 3-5, explain your “professional” position on the issue—as if you are a “critical” 

political scientist who wants to help the author write another article.    

http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22John+P.+McCormick%22&wc=on&fc=on
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/stable/3118122?&Search=yes&searchText=APSR&searchText=democracy&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Ddemocracy%2Band%2BAPSR%26Search%3DSearch%26gw%3Djtx%26prq%3Dti%253A%2528democracy%2529%26hp%3D25%26acc%3Don%26aori%3Da%26wc%3Don%26fc%3Doff&prevSearch=&item=11&ttl=1119&returnArticleService=showFullText
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/stable/3118122?&Search=yes&searchText=APSR&searchText=democracy&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Ddemocracy%2Band%2BAPSR%26Search%3DSearch%26gw%3Djtx%26prq%3Dti%253A%2528democracy%2529%26hp%3D25%26acc%3Don%26aori%3Da%26wc%3Don%26fc%3Doff&prevSearch=&item=11&ttl=1119&returnArticleService=showFullText
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Henry+Teune%22&wc=on&fc=on
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/stable/1049704?&Search=yes&searchText=democracy&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoAdvancedSearch%3Fq0%3Ddemocracy%26f0%3Dti%26c1%3DAND%26q1%3D%26f1%3Dall%26acc%3Don%26wc%3Don%26fc%3Doff%26Search%3DSearch%26sd%3D%26ed%3D%26la%3D%26pt%3D%26isbn%3D&prevSearch=&item=13&ttl=17795&returnArticleService=showFullText
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/action/doBasicSearch?Query=au%3A%22Philip+Abbott%22&wc=on&fc=on
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/stable/3688113?&Search=yes&searchText=abbott&searchText=American&searchText=exceptionalism&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DAmerican%2Bexceptionalism%2BAND%2Babbott%26Search%3DSearch%26gw%3Djtx%26prq%3DAmerican%2Bexceptionalism%2BAND%2BAPSR%26hp%3D25%26acc%3Don%26aori%3Da%26wc%3Don%26fc%3Doff&prevSearch=&item=2&ttl=360&returnArticleService=showFullText
http://www.jstor.org.proxy.lib.wayne.edu/stable/3688113?&Search=yes&searchText=abbott&searchText=American&searchText=exceptionalism&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DAmerican%2Bexceptionalism%2BAND%2Babbott%26Search%3DSearch%26gw%3Djtx%26prq%3DAmerican%2Bexceptionalism%2BAND%2BAPSR%26hp%3D25%26acc%3Don%26aori%3Da%26wc%3Don%26fc%3Doff&prevSearch=&item=2&ttl=360&returnArticleService=showFullText
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rational_choice_theory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Game_theory
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RUBRIC 

Each paper is worth 100 points. They are worth 40% of your grade. No late papers. No 

exceptions. Total possible points: 200. 

 

Each paper is graded on four criteria, which are weighted equally:  

(1) Quality of the introduction to the topic (i.e. the topic of your chosen essay): FULL 

POINTS will require 1 quotes from each textbook and what those quotes 

mean for the reader regarding the topic; why this topic is important for 

political scientists, for governments, for the average voter, and for the 

community in general—develop your thesis. THIS IS PAGE 1-2. 

(2) Quality of the critique of the actual article: Full Points requires explanation of 

hypothesis / thesis, 3 quotes from the journal article to support the 

hypothesis / thesis, and why they are important to your topic—to your 

thesis. THIS IS PAGE 2-4  

(3) Quality of the student's analysis / critique of the essay according to topic. FULL 

POINTS requires: best points of author, missed points and weaknesses of 

article, something that the author left out [meaning you must think 

critically about it], what are the IMPLICATIONS of the research? What 

new article would you write to add to this article?!  THIS IS PAGE 3-5. 

(4) quality of writing [grammar, page length, bibliography, title page, title, page 

numbers, opening quote on title page]—Writing Center too. Do not use “I” or 

other informal words. 

 

Students receive ratings of "good," "average," or "poor" for each of the four categories, 

with 25 points being given for each "good," 20 points for each "average" score, and 15 

points for a "poor” [remember it is out of 100]—and 0 points for any section not 

completed.  

 

***Failure to complete VAIL for midterm will result in an automatic -25 points. 

 

Vail COMPLETION CERTIFICATE REQUIRED AT THE END OF ESSAY 1 

tutorial on plagiarism, go to: 

http://www.umuc.edu/distance/odell/cip/vail/index.html 

 

 

 

Quizzes: there will be ten online quizzes (see Course Outline at end for Quiz weeks). 

You will take the quizzes through blackboard /ONLINE. You will have 3 days to 

complete the quizzes; which will be available Monday, 6am to Wednesday, 9pm. They 

will be 20 questions each. You may take the quizzes as many times as you want (print it 

out and research all the answers). They are worth 40% of your grade. No late quizzes. No 

exceptions. Most often, quiz questions will be explained in lecture before the quiz is 

available. 

 

http://www.umuc.edu/distance/odell/cip/vail/index.html
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I have chosen relatively inexpensive books. Please buy them. They are available at 

Marwil Bookstore, just south of the campus bookstore (Barnes and Nobles). 

 

 

FINAL TEST: 20% of your grade will be the same format as the quizzes, but is will be a 

100 question cumulative test. You will have from April 24 to April 29
th

 (9pm) to 

complete it. 

 

 

 

Required texts: 

A Novel Approach to Politics: Introducing Political Science through Books, Movies, 

and Popular Culture [Paperback]  

Douglas A Van Belle (Author), Kenneth M Mash (Author)  

Publication Date: December 15, 2009 | ISBN-10: 0872899993 | ISBN-13: 978-

0872899995 | Edition: 2nd 

Winner-Take-All Politics: How Washington Made the Rich Richer--and Turned Its 

Back on the Middle Class [Paperback]  

Jacob S. Hacker (Author), Paul Pierson (Author)  

ISBN-13: 978-1416588702 

 

 

 

 

Accommodations for students with special needs: 

 

This is an accommodations friendly class.  If you have a documented disability that 

requires accommodations, you will need to register with Student Disability Services for 

coordination of your academic accommodations.  Please make sure to register no later 

than by the end of the first week of classes.  The Student Disability Services (SDS) office 

is located at 1600 David Undergraduate Library in the Student Academic Success 

Services department.  SDS telephone number is 313-577-1851 or 313-577-3365 (TDD 

only).  Once you have your accommodations in place, I will be glad to meet with you 

privately during my office hours to discuss your special needs.  Student Disability 

Services’ mission is to assist the university in creating an accessible community where 

students with disabilities have an equal opportunity to fully participate in their 

educational experience at Wayne State University. 

 

  Withdrawal from the course and incomplete policy: 

 

You will receive a failing grade for this course if you do not complete all course 

requirements in a satisfactory manner or do not withdraw from the course by the 

university deadline. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Douglas-A-Van-Belle/e/B001HPEG7A/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_2?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=Kenneth%20M%20Mash&ie=UTF8&search-alias=books&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/Jacob-S.-Hacker/e/B001IQUNX4/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Paul-Pierson/e/B001IQX7WI/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_2
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You can only get an “I” in this course when you demonstrate that extraordinary 

circumstances exist and you only have a small amount of outstanding work to complete 

the course.  Your incomplete will revert to a failing grade after one calendar year and 

there will be no extensions. 

 

E-mail communication: 
 

Contact me by e-mail (see contact information above). You can typically expect a 

response within 24 hours. 

 

When contacting me by e-mail, please observe the following guidelines: 

 

1. address me properly (e.g., Mr. Girdwood or Instructor John). 

2. identify yourself properly when you e-mail me for the first time (e.g., this is Jane 

Grey from your PS 1000). 

3. carefully explain the nature of your request (e.g., I am writing to let you know 

how much I have enjoyed the chapter on institutions and to ask for extra reading). 

 

I will send e-mail to the class using the e-mail list the University provides me.  This e-

mail list typically contains your university e-mail addresses (e.g., ak4295@wayne.edu).  

If you do not read e-mail sent to your university account, you need to have your e-mail 

forwarded to your alternative e-mail address since you are responsible for all the 

information I will be distributing to the class via e-mail.  To have your e-mail forwarded 

from your university account, go to this site – 

http://computing.wayne.edu/email/forwarding.php - and follow the directions. 

 

Academic Misconduct: 

 

A failure to credit other people’s ideas properly and/or cheating on exams constitute 

serious cases of academic misconduct and will result in a failing grade for this course 

and, possibly, suspension or expulsion from the university.  If you are unclear as to what 

does and what does not constitute academic misconduct, make sure to talk to me.  All 

cases of suspected academic misconduct will be dealt with according to the procedures 

established in the Student Due Process Statute.  Copies of this statute are available from 

Student Support Services, Room 470, Student Center Building. 

 

  

mailto:ak4295@wayne.edu
http://computing.wayne.edu/email/forwarding.php
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All exams and your final course GRADE will be graded using the following 

scale: 

 

Score   Grade 

94 or higher  A 

90-93 A- 

87-89 B+ 

84-86   B 

80-83   B- 

76-79   C+ 

70-75   C 

65-69   C- 

60-64   D+ 

55-59   D 

54 or lower  E 

Determine your Grade 

 

Add up your points and divide by 5.  That is your percentage grade. 

Look at the GRADE SCALE and see your corresponding letter grade. 

****************************************************** 

Writing Center 

THIS IS REQUIRED FOR ALL ESSAYS. 

 
Wayne State University Writing Center 

UNDERGRADUATE LIBRARY 2310 

 

Qualified consultants offer FREE Proofreading! 

 

Tutoring on any concept or problem related to writing: 

•        Generating Ideas 

•        Drafting 

•        Revision 

•        Documentation 

•        Editing Grammar 

To make an appointment, 

call (313) 577-7933 

Walk-ins welcome       

THIS IS REQUIRED FOR ALL ESSAYS. 

http://writinglab.clas.wayne.edu/ 

https://blackboard.wayne.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/x
http://writinglab.clas.wayne.edu/
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Please have chapter reading done BEFORE class starts***************** 

******Lectures will incorporate much of the quiz material! 

 

January 7  Introduction to the Course / SYLLABUS / ESSAY EXPLAIN 

 

January 9  Read, before class, Ch. 1: A Novel Approach to Politics 

 

January 14 Read Ch. 5: Winner-Take-All   Quiz 1 (M-W) Blackboard 

 

January 16 Read, Ch. 2: A Novel Approach to Politics 

 

January 21  No Class  

 

January 23  Read, before class, Ch. 3: A Novel Approach to Politics 

 

January 28  Read, before class, Ch. 4: A Novel Approach to Politics 

   Quiz 2 (M-W) Blackboard 

 

January 30  Read Ch. 1: Winner-Take-All   

  

February 4 Read Ch. 2: Winner-Take-All       Quiz 3 (M-W) Blackboard 

  

February 6  Read Ch. 3: Winner-Take-All   

 

February 11  Read, Ch. 5: A Novel Approach to Politics  

Quiz 4 (M-W) Blackboard 

 

February 13  Read Ch. 7: Winner-Take-All   

 

February 18         Read, Ch. 6: A Novel Approach to Politics 

 

February 20  Read Ch. 8: Winner-Take-All   

 

February 25  Read, Ch. 7: A Novel Approach to Politics  

Quiz 5 (M-W) Blackboard 

    

February 27  Read Ch. 5: Winner-Take-All   

 

March 4 MITERM Essay due.  Read, Ch. 8: A Novel Approach to Politics 

Quiz 6 (M-W) Blackboard 
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March 6  Talk about Essays / Review   

 

March 11  Spring Break 

 

March 13  Spring Break 

 

March 18  Read, Ch. 9: A Novel Approach to Politics  

Quiz 7 (M-W) Blackboard 

 

March 20       Read Ch. 4: Winner-Take-All   

 

March 25  Read, Ch. 10: A Novel Approach to Politics 

   Quiz 8 (M-W) Blackboard 

 

March 27  Read Ch. 6: Winner-Take-All   

 

April 1   Read, Ch. 11: A Novel Approach to Politics  

Quiz 9 (M-W) Blackboard 

 

April 3   Read, Ch. 12: A Novel Approach to Politics 

 

April 8   Read, Ch. 13: A Novel Approach to Politics 

 

April 10  Read, Ch. 14: A Novel Approach to Politics 

 

April 15  Read, Ch. 15: A Novel Approach to Politics 

 

April 17      FINAL Essay Due. Read Ch. 9-10: Winner-Take-All   

 

April 22  The Last Lecture—synopsis. Talk about essays. 

   Quiz 10 (M-W) Blackboard 

 

April 24  No class, Final Exams starts. 100 points. Blackboard.  

 

 

 

 

 


