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Abstract

• Explore republicanism, liberalism, and authoritarianism as distinct 

elements of the American culture: Independent Variables 

• For example, if I collect a random sample of sentences about the “Patriot 

Act” over time, am I able to match sentences on the Patriot Act as 

expressions of republicanism, liberalism, or authoritarianism? 

• Are new culture models are on the research horizon? 



Introduction

Wildavsky (1987) contends that cultural 
orientations form the groundwork to evaluate 
policy issues. 

Today, cultural measures are stable at high and 
lower levels of political knowledge, unlike self-
identification of ideology, which is nearly 
meaningless once voters display low levels of 
political knowledge (Gastil, Braman, Kahan, & 
Slovic, 2011). 



Multiple Traditions within American Culture

1. America’s culture is comprised of multiple traditions (Bellah, 
Madsen, Sullivan, Swidler, & Tipton, 1985; Smith, 1993, 1997; 
Abbott, 1999; Hero, 2003; Stears, 2007).  

2. Culture research lacks the clear distinctions between elements of 
the culture 

3. Because the elements have not been clearly defined as 
independent variables with endogenous core values 

4. Paucity of models to test the culture for multiple elements 
according to a narrowly defined topic 



Theory applying insights from Tocqueville

• “continual emigration from the North to the South [which] singularly favors 
the fusion of all provincial characteristics into one national character. So 
the civilization of the North appears destined to be the norm to which all 
the rest must one day conform” REPUBLICANISM

• [Sanctioned AUTHORITARIANISM] as slavery will end in America because 
“Slavery did not attack the American confederation directly, through 
interests, but indirectly, through mores.”  

• “Slavery not only prevents the white man from making their fortunes but 
even diverts them from wishing to do so” because there is no “material 
prosperity” under slavery.  LIBERALISM

• In theory, thousands of American communities share aspects of America’s 
republican, liberal, and authoritarian elements, and the degree by which 
one community relies on one element creates an opportunity for scientists 
to discover and analyze political experiences about American politics 
through a culture inquiry. ALL ELEMENTS OF CULTURE MATTER



Theory of Multiple Elements of Culture

1. A political expression by an American is a value expression 
according the cultural context of: 
A. republicanism 

B. liberalism 

C. Authoritarianism

D. None of the above 

2. And, the American government also acts to represent the cultural 
context of the people in order to defend or oppose the 
institutionalization of A, B, C, D.



1st Assumption of Multiple Core Values Theory

The three core value systems of republicanism, liberalism, and 
authoritarianism are independent of each other.
• Reasoning: The elements provide (1) The People and (2) The Government 

with different types of political power exchanges. 
• Authoritarianism is top-down and the people have little to no power to 

coerce the government. 
• Liberalism provides people with power through free and fair elections and 

representatives create public policy according to the traditional-progressive 
electoral shifts in line with core liberal values. 

• Republicanism is bottom-up and the people begin the policy formation 
process while representatives respect the will of the people in an extended 
Republic. 



2nd Assumption of Multiple Core Values Theory

I will observe multiple core values in the culture if I look for them.

• Reasoning: People who vehemently subscribe to traditional or 
progressive liberalism may be extreme partisans to liberal discourse;

• However, there are also extreme partisans of authoritarian and 
republican discourse in America too,

• After all, every generation seems to bring forth a strong revival of 
republicanism to affect American politics (Ericson, 1993). 



3rd Assumption of Multiple Core Values Theory

One or maybe two of the core value systems will be much more powerful 
than the other multiple core value systems according to the topic. 

• Reasoning: One of the political languages is best suited to resolve the 
political issue in the first instance, and then my hypotheses should capture 
all the additional independent reactions as they are accounted for in a 
dataset. 

• For example, a dataset of sentences from newspaper articles which are 
describing Guantanamo Bay is likely an exposé of authoritarianism

• a paucity of a political language, such as a gap in the literature about 
salient republicanism, does not mean that the language of republicanism is 
absent from empirical political discourse—only that the sample of data 
didn’t capture it. 



4th Assumption of Multiple Core Values Theory

Each political language has its own strength as an observance from 
within. 

• Reasoning: This happens because some Americans vehemently protect 
one particular political element in this region while people in another 
region espouse a different majority opinion in support of a different 
element’s power and agency. 

• Over time, all the political elements are exclusively defended in America 
by the people from different regions and enclaves.

• Political discourse is a convergence of multiple core value systems that 
are endlessly utilized by citizens committed to American politics, which 
does include the politicians too. 

• A within analysis is appropriate.



The core values of the political elements are based 
on the following traits of value systems: 

1. characteristics of human nature

2. requirements for obtaining the rights of citizenship

3. the responsibilities of citizenship

4. the role of government

5. just and unjust institutions



Characteristics of Human Nature

Republicanism
A. The people “enjoy” activity that is efficacious and worthwhile 

B. Individuals proactively cooperate based on habits of non-domination (contracts, rights)

C. Individuals openly admonish vitiation, invigilation, and intimidation (protect weaker party)

D. Individuals hold a strong impulse to ensure resources are equally available (sustainability)

E. Individuals hold a strong impulse to solve issues / problems at the local level (participation)

F. Any given individual is inherently equal to any other (i.e., Pettit’s “eyeball” test



Liberalism
A. The people “enjoy” activity that is supported through capitalism (i.e., buy it)

B. Individuals proactively cooperate based on habits of “equal opportunity” in 

The Market (entrepreneurs in free market economy)  

C. Traditional liberals avidly oppose the “redistribution” of individual wealth

D. Progressive liberals avidly promote regulated capitalism for the least advantaged

E. Individuals believe that if they work hard, then they will join a “middle class” 

(e.g., become wealthy, Alger Myth; Hartz’s charm and terror)

F. Order of society based on entrepreneurial success for both workers and owners 

Characteristics of Human Nature



Authoritarianism
A. The people “enjoy” activity that is decided upon by elites (say thank you)

B. Individuals often exhibit high levels of fear (punishment for non-compliance)

C. Individuals organize government to reduce public fear (whatever it takes)

D. Individuals give freedom to the government, whom gives and takes away freedom

E. Individuals “obey” government / laws for security (e.g., patronage)

F. Individuals divide among multiple classes / hierarchies (e.g., ascriptive hierarchy)

G. Ascriptive hierarchy, if not a dictatorship of the proletariat, will produce inherent 

inequalities that appear natural in society according to the custom of 

Authoritarianism (at least two classes of citizens).

Characteristics of Human Nature



Requirements for Obtaining the Rights of Citizenship

Republicanism
A. All users of the resource(s) in any given community are members of the 

community

B. Public policy change is an open forum for all members to participate equally

C. Policies of non-domination by the government strictly enforce civil rights 
and liberties

D. There is no exclusion from public forums

E. Strong republican citizenship incorporates participants into decisions 

(polling, voting).



Liberalism

A. Individuals are members of electoral constituencies

B. Representatives in government determine the levels of citizenship 

exclusion for constituency participants

C. Underground capitalistic economies enable all individuals to participate 

D. Citizens trying to obtain citizenship must agree to liberal neutrality. 

Requirements for Obtaining the Rights of Citizenship



Authoritarianism
A. The state / regime determines who is, and who is not, a citizen (e.g., 
paternalism)

B. Vertical hierarchies, possibly ascriptive, determine social order and 
membership (e.g., Tocqueville’s description of Southern despotism and 
Northern paternalism)

C. The “in-group” elites may harm, or even kill, citizens / non-citizens 
without a fair trial

D. Non-citizens may attempt to gain citizenship through obedience.

Requirements for Obtaining the Rights of Citizenship



The Responsibilities of Citizenship

Republicanism
A. Individual is expected to practice efficacious and worthwhile activity in 

associations

B. Individual is expected to be against domination or corruption 

C. Individual is expected to collaborate with others to stop corruption, etc.

D. Individual is expected to develop trends to further resolve or reduce 

“domination” to social, economic, and political activity.



The Responsibilities of Citizenship

Liberalism

A. Individual is expected to join the system of capitalism at any level

B. Individual is expected to not harm the capitalistic system at any level

C. Individual is expected to participate in elections at all levels

D. Individual is expected to contact representatives with problems / issues.



The Responsibilities of Citizenship

Authoritarianism

A. Individual is expected to obey the state and regime

B. Individual is not expected to participate in the government directly, but 

indirectly

C. Individual is expected to not attempt to alter the status quo

D. Individual is expected to tattle-tale on non-compliant citizens.



The Role of Government

Republicanism
A. Government is expected to “track” the interests of citizens 

B. Government is expected to enable citizens to resolve issue of domination / 
corruption in all branches of government

C. Government is expected to incentivize “fair trade” mechanisms and 
institutions

D. Government should protect the “right to instruct” as the highest form of 
public policy

E. Government is expected to incentivize collaboration and growth between 
associations / businesses / institutions—to promote public opportunity in 
the Public Space. 



The Role of Government

Liberalism
A. Government is expected to incentivize and protect capitalism

B. Government is expected to enforce neutrality towards all groups

C. Elected government is supreme wielder of agency and power, yet limited in 
society because it protects the free marketplace and is not a player 

1. Between Rawls and Nozick 

D. Representatives will fortify capitalism and the role of the entrepreneur

E. Government incentivizes for-profits (primary), and secondarily promotes 
nongovernmental organizations, non-profits, and private citizens 
(philanthropy) to solve collective issues and problems.



The Role of Government

Authoritarianism
A. Government is expected to solve all collective actions problems / issues

B. Government may delegate authority to private industry, but is Chief Executive 
Officer

C. Government is expected to manipulate society for the benefit of elites or society

D. Government does not allow civil liberties or civil rights to, in effect, be in effect

E. Government is expected to tax the citizens more than a liberal democracy or 
republican democracy because the government is providing the paycheck.  



Just and Unjust Institutions

Republicanism

A. Institutions without the participation of the people are unjust

B. Institutions which promote ascriptive inequality or rapacious capitalism are 

unjust

C. Just institutions protect resources for the availability of the people, by the 
people

D. Just institutions strive to engage non-domination as a basis for action.  



Just and Unjust Institutions

Liberalism
A. Just institutions are a reaction to scarcity issues in the markets through representative 

democracy

B. Just institutions protect private property and relationships within and between 

capitalism and the government for the benefit of the people and capitalism

C. Just institutions are based on profit, and profit is based on the needs of the people

D. Institutions support pluralism, liberal neutrality, and promote “equal opportunity” for all 

participants

E. institutions may widely allow for social, political, and economic inequality, which capitalism 

does creates in a just manner as long as equal opportunity is based on the work ethic of 

the people.



Just and Unjust Institutions

Authoritarianism
A. Institutions are free from public opinion

B. The elites wield power and agency over people in society at any given instant

C. The elites and people are bound by the state’s resources

D. The elites control the people through force whenever necessary 

E. The former are just and the elites determine all unjust institutions.



Hypotheses

Hypothesis 1: The Patriot Act will draw out core liberal values.

Hypothesis 2: The Patriot Act will draw out core authoritarian values.

Hypothesis 3: The Patriot Act will draw out core republican values. 



Matrix 1



Qualitatively, One Sentence of 1,000 shows 
salient republicanism:

“In recent months, nearly 200 cities and three states have 

passed resolutions contending that the Patriot Act, which 

expires next year, tramples on civil liberties.” 

The Washington Post, Susan Schmidt, 10/22/2003.



Table 1:  Political Elements as For Repeal or Not of the Patriot Act, by Sentence

Measure of Opposition or Support of PATRIOT ACT, 
by sentence, per Element of Culture



Conclusion

My original contribution to the literature is to organize and 
set down the core values regarding three major elements 
within the American culture. 

With the core values set down, new research endeavors are 
possible in order to confirm or deny the observation of each 
element as hypothesized to be powerfully available, or not, 
in a random sample of American political discourse. 


